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What is the Political Leadership Council? 

• NGVAmerica’s Political Leadership Council (PLC) is a group of 
industry executives dedicated to building the federal legislative 
and political reach of the natural gas vehicle industry

• Funds collected as part of PLC participation enable the hiring of 
outside consultants to engage Members of Congress, their staffs, 
and administration officials in advocating for natural gas vehicle 
industry policies 
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• General Motors shelled out roughly $5.6 million to deploy 82 lobbyists through the first half of 2021, 
up 13 percent from last year

• Toyota spent nearly $3.4 million so far this year, up 15 percent from last year
• Ford has spent $1.7 million on lobbying so far in 2021
• BYD has thus far spent $160,000 on federal lobbying in 2021, on track to increase over 2020’s $270,000 
• ProTerra has spent $140,000 so far this year, already an increase over last year’s spending 
• Tesla has spent over $260,000 on lobbying this year, down from their highest year at $890,000 in 2018

https://thehill.com/policy/transportation/infrastructure/575990-democrats-electric-vehicle-push-sparks-intense-lobbying?rl=1



NGVAmerica Political Leadership Council 

3

Why Gray Robinson?

Team Lead Chris McCannell 

Chris McCannell holds more than 20 years of Washington experience. His clients include the Center for American 
Entrepreneurship, National Association of Truck Stop Operators, Manufactured Housing Institute, and US Travel. 
Chris is known for his high-level engagement with House Democratic leadership. 

Prior to joining GrayRobinson, Chris led APCO Worldwide’s Washington financial services and government 
relations practice, served as vice president of government affairs at Ameriprise Financial and was a director at 
Quinn Gillespie & Associates. His Hill experience includes stints as Chief of Staff to Rep. Michael E. McMahon, 
long time Chief of Staff and floor assistant to Rep. Joseph Crowley, a member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means and Chair of the Democratic caucus and press secretary to current House Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer. 

Chris began his career as a press assistant in the office of Sen. Frank Lautenberg and the office of the Democratic 
Policy Committee. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in political science with a concentration in international relations 
from Fordham University
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Established 2021 Objectives
• Increased presence on Capitol Hill 

• RNG and AFTC meetings, Ways and Means and Senate Finance outreach, Surface Reauthorization-worked with 
Republicans and coalitions (NPGA, others) to raise alternative fuels in Chairman DeFazio’s transportation 
legislation (Invest in America).  

• Increased Member-level exposure
• Marie Newman (D-IL)
• Troy Carter (D-LA)
• Key Energy Senators– Joe Manchin WV, John Hickenlooper CO, Ben Ray Lujan NM

• Participation at key political events
• Andy Levin (D-MI), Nydia Velazquez (D-NY)
• Texas Democrats: Henry Cuellar, Lizzie Fletcher, Marc Veasey, Eddie Bernice Johnson
• California Democrats: Lou Correa
• Texas Republicans: Ronny Jackson, Tony Gonzalez, Jake Ellzey
• Multiple Chiefs of Staff for key Members 

• Virtual Meetings Next Month- November 9-10 
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Looking to 2022 

• Goals 
• Increase participation; currently 15 member companies
• Increased participation in political/campaign-related activities
• Increased PLC to MoC interaction 
• Increased in-person events ensuring industry leaders are Hill-facing
• Monthly calls 
• Guest speakers
• In-person fly-in with unique PLC opportunities
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• Cost
• $1,000/month for your company to participate
• Can prepay for all of 2022
• Unlike PAC, corporate money is accepted

• Exclusive PLC Member Benefits
• Receipt of regular email updates from outside consultants on federal activity and related legislation
• Access to monthly interactive online meeting with DC consultants and NGVA staff
• Participation in select virtual or in-person fly-in with Congressional leaders
• Priority opportunity to participate in Member meetings when scheduled
• Influence in development of NGVA federal policy priorities and use of lobbying resources 
• Participation in exclusive Congressional fundraising events

For more information: 

Allison Cunningham 
Acunningham@ngvamerica.org

mailto:Acunningham@ngvamerica.org

